The Standards Committee of the AACC presents a discussion of the nature of total serum protein and the problems associated with its determination. Proposals are made that protein be defined as polypeptide material, and that a reference preparation be promuJgted for interlaboratory use. The reference material suggested is bovine serum albumin, produced to rigid specifications and distributed as a stable 7% (w/v) solution, the concentration of which has been established by careful dry weight assay. Comments of readers are invited. 
Basis for Protein Determination in Complex Mixtures
The 
Proposals
Based on the above discussion, the following proposals are presented. 2. A500 and A600 each less than 0.03, for minimum color; no sigllificant peaks observed between 450 and 650 nm.
Definition of Total Protein of Serum and Other Fluids

3.
Ratio of Am00 (280) to Amin (255) greater than 2. Application of the phenol (tyrosine) method to the assay of total serum proteins would be discouraged.
Assay of Concentration
Discussion
The above proposals aim to establish polypeptide content as the basis for the determination of total protein of serum and other fluids, and to provide a means of interlaboratory standardization. For laboratories presently using the biuret procedure with a purified albumin as standard, the change in normal values should be minimal (less than 2%), since the nitrogen factor for the polypeptide of bovine albumin is about 6.09 (Table 3) 
